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Attention: Stu Appelbaum, USACE and Ken Ammon, SFWMD 

Subject: RECOVER 2007 System Status Report 

The REstoration COordination and VERification (RECOVER) Leadership Group (RLG) is 
pleased to transmit the 2007 System Status Report (SSR).  The Comprehensive 
Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP or Plan) Programmatic Regulations (33 CFR 385) 
direct RECOVER to provide the U.S. Corps of Engineers and the South Florida Water 
Management District with periodic technical reports to assess the hydrological, water 
quality, biological, ecological, water supply and other responses of the South Florida 
ecosystem to implementation of the CERP. The SSR plays a key role in achieving the 
goals of the CERP by providing a technical basis for assessing the success of the CERP in 
restoring the South Florida ecosystem and by providing information needed to identify 
improvements to the Plan.  

The 2007 SSR is the first comprehensive technical assessment of monitoring data 
developed by the Assessment Team under the RECOVER Monitoring and Assessment 
Plan (MAP).  Because few CERP projects have been implemented at this time, the 2007 
SSR provides estimates of pre-CERP conditions for ecosystem indicators monitored by the 
MAP, in conjunction with data from other sources.   Currently, many data sets used in the 
2007 SSR are limited to a few years, and these pre-CERP estimates remain uncertain 
pending completion of needed monitoring.  Sustained multi-year monitoring is a 
prerequisite for establishing sound estimates of pre-CERP conditions and trends.   

The role of the MAP and the SSR in the CERP Adaptive Management program is 
essential.  Results of this and future SSRs as well as monitoring are necessary for 
assessing positive responses to CERP actions and essential for identifying management 
actions that may be necessary to adjust the CERP to achieve its goal of restoring the 
Everglades and the south Florida ecosystem. 

Sincerely, 
 

RECOVER Leadership Group 
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