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Florida Departh1t of Transportation

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - DISTRICT 4
oy 3400 West Commercial Bivd., Ft. Lauderdole, FL33309.3421 JOSE ABREU
Telephone (954) 777-4601 Fax (954) 777-4671 SECRETARY

Toll Free Number: 1-866-336-8435

August 6, 2004

Mr. Ken Ammon, Assistant Deputy Executive Director
South Florida Water Management District

3301 Gun Club Road » _

West Palm Beach, Florida 33406

Dear Mr. _Ammon{

SUBJECT:  Western Broward/Palm Beach Connector (WBPBC) PD&E Study
(Formerly University Drive Extension PD&E Study)
FPID: 228222-1-22-01 & 229841-1-22-01 ‘
Federal Project ID: 6703-009-U & 9048-046-C
Broward County and Palm Beach County '

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is conducting a Project Development and
Environment (PD&E) Study to consider a new connector roadway between western Broward
County and Palm Beach County. One corridor being considered is the extension of Coral Ridge
Drive/Nob Hill Road via the proposed Coral Ridge Parkway.

A meeting was held in your Office on August 14, 2003 with representatives from Palm Beach
County Engineering (PBCE), FDOT, Kimley-Hom and Associates, Inc. and South Florida Water
Management District (SFWMD), to discuss a possible corridor alignment for the proposed Coral
Ridge Parkway. The discussion focused on a report prepared by PBCE. That report presented
several corridor alternatives, all of which impacted the proposed Hillsboro Impoundment project.
At the meeting, your staff explained the many challenges that would have to be met in order for
any of the alternative corridors to be considered including:

* There would be no direct discharge of runoff from the roadway into the Impoundment
regardless as to whether water quality treatment was attained.

* The road would have to be set at the elevation of the Impoundment berm, which is nearly
20 feet in height. '

= Protection against potential petroleum spills that is acceptable to the SFWMD would
have to be provided. o

® An access roadway would be needed on both sides of the proposed road for SFWMD
- access to the Impoundment for maintenance purposes.
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* Embankment slopes would have to be flat enough to be maintained.
* Environmental impacts would have to be carefully analyzed.

* FDOT would be required to participate financially in the design and construction of the
roadway berm and meet SFWMD schedules.

Although your representatives did not state that they were prepared to recommend against allowing
the proposed Coral Ridge Parkway to pass through the proposed Hillsboro Impoundment, it

appears that it would be dxfﬁcult to obtain nght of Way Occupancy and Environmental Resource
Permits.

Ultimately, the decision related to whether permission would be granted for Coral Ridge Parkway
to pass through the Impoundment has significant ramifications to our ongoing PD&E Study for the
Westen Broward/Paim Beach Connector Project. We are requesting a formal written
recommendation from SFWMD on the further consideration of this corridor and would appreciate
having your response by September 3, 2004. . :

If you have any quesuons, or if you would like to meet to discuss this further, please do not hesitate
to contact Mr. Richard Young, the Project Manager, at 954-777-4323 or me at 954-777-4601.

Sincerely,

cc:  Susan Coughanour, SFWMD
Paul Cherry, Kimley-Hom Associates
Bill Sears, Palm Beach County Engineering
Rick Chesser, FDOT
Gerry O'Reilly, FDOT
Richard Young, FDOT



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Glenda E. Hood
Secretary of State
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES

Mr. James C. Duck ’ March 15, 2004
Planning Division, Environmental Branch

Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

Re: DHR No. 2004-1133 (2003-7354) / Received by DHR: February 4, 2004
Construction of Site 1 Impoundment Project, Palm Beach County

Dear Mr. Duck:

Our office received and reviewed the follow-up letter referenced above for the Site 1
Impoundment project in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966, as amended; and the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended.

We note that archaeologist David Pugh from your office performed a reconnaissance survey of
the property in January 2004. We further note that no cultural resources were encountered and
that it is the finding of the archaeologist that “it unlikely that any unimpacted historic properties
exist on the proposed project’s areas of potential effect.” This office concurs with that
conclusion. However, we recommend that the following stipulations be included because of tise
location, size and nature of the proposed project: ’

¢ Unanticipated discovery language included in construction contracts, and the steps that
should be taken in the event these materials are encountered

o Informational training session for the project manager, contractors and heavy equipmemt
operators developed by a Corps archaeologist or by a professional archaeologist, to
explain what kinds of archaeological/cultural materials might be encountered during tise
construction of the impoundment area, and the steps that should be taken in the event
these materials are encountered

e Periodic monitoring of the project by a Corps archaeologist or a professional

archaeologist that will determinc if activities are impacting unanticipated cultursl
resources

If there are any questions concerning our comments, please contact Laura Kammerer, Historic
Preservationist Supervisor, by telephone at 850/245-6333, or electronic mail at lkammerer@
dos.state.fl.us. Thank you for your interest in protecting Florida's cultural resources.

Sincerely,

Frederick Gaske, Acting Director, and
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
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Department of
Environmental Protection

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building
Jeb Bush 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard David B. Struhs
Governor Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000 Secretary

QOctober 15, 2003

Mr. James C. Duck, Chief

Planning Division, Jacksonville District
U. 8. Army Corps of Engineers

Post Office Box 4970

Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

Re:  Department of the Army, Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers, NEPA Document
Scoping Notice for the Site 1 Impoundment Project, Part of the Cémpreliensive Everglades
Restoration Plan, Adjacent to the Hillsboro Canal and South of Loxahatchee National
Wildlife Refuge, Palm Beach County, Florida

SAL  FL200308203643C
Dear Mr. Duck:

The Florida State Clearinghouse, pursuant to Executive Order 12372, Gubernatorial
Executive Order 95-359, the Coastal Zone Managesiest Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 1451-1464, as amended,
and the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321, 4331-4335, 4341-4347, as amended,

has coordinated the review of the above-refesgnced notice of intent to prepare an environmental
assessment (EA) for the proposed project.

The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) indicates that it is a partner with
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) on this project. The District notes that the proposed
location for the impoundment is a 1,600-acre area as shown on the site plan, not a 2,340-acre area
stated in the text of the USACOE cover letter. Please see the enclosed Clearinghouse summary page
for additional SFWMD comments.

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) endorses the project and provides
information on assurancésrequired by the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP).
The project will require permits based on a determination of the SFWMD’s compliance with Section
373.1501(5), Florida Statutes (F.S.), and will require a Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan
Regulation Act (CERPRA) permit for the construction, operation and maintenance of CERP project
components pursuant to Section 373.1502, F.S. Please see the enclosed memorandum for additional
details and recommendations from DEP.

Florida Department of State (DOS) staff recommends that a professional archaeological
investigation be conducted of the property in question prior to project initiation. The resulting report
should conform to the specifications set forth in Chapter 1A-46, Florida Administrative Code, and be
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forwarded to DOS to complete the review process. Please see the enclosed DOS comments for
additional information.

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is currently undertaking a PD&E study to
evaluate corridors in the vicinity of the proposed project. FDOT indicates that it is coordinatinig with
the SFWMD and with Palm Beach County authorities to minimize conflicts between the proposed
corridors and the impoundment project. Please see the Clearinghouse summary page for additional
details related to the FDOT comments. sm oAl

The Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council (TCRPC) indicates that the project is not in
conflict with its Strategic Regional Policy Plan, and that it furthers the region
protection and sustainability of the Everglades Ecosystem. Please see
summary sheet for the TCRPC comments.

Based on the information contained in the scoping noti&%gation and the comments provided
by our reviewing agencies, as summarized above and enclosed, the state has determined that, at this
stage, the above-referenced project is consistent with the Flogida Coastal Management Program
(FCMP). All subsequent environmental documents prepared for this project must be reviewed to
determine the project's continued consistency with the FCMP. The state's continued concurrence
with the project will be based, in part, on the adequate res#tution of issues identified during this and
subsequent reviews. The state’s final concurrence of the project’s consistency with the FCMP will
be determined during the environmental resource permitting stage.

Thank you for the opportunity to.review Hitis project. If you have any questions regarding
this letter, please contact Mr. Bob Hall at850) 245-2163.

Sincerely,

%% _ Q'B(.a?, %'Wz st

Sally B. Mann, Director

Office of Intergovernmental Programs
SBM/rwh

Enclosures

ce: Dianne Crigger, DEP, West Palm Beach
Jim Golden, SFWMD
Scott Edwards, DOS
Sand#a Whitmire, FDOT
Wynsum Hatton, TCRPC
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[Project Information

[Project: ||FL200308203843C

Comments September 18, 2003
Due:

[Letter Due:  |[October 18, 2003

Description: [[DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY - JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF
ENGINEERS - NEPA DOCUMENT SCOPING NOTICE FOR THE SITE 1
IMPOUNDMENT PROJECT, PART OF THE COMPREHENSIVE EVERGLADES
RESTORATION PLAN - ADJACENT TO THE HILLSBORO CANAL AND SOUTH
OF LOXAHATCHEE NWR - PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA.

K ds: |ACOE-SCOPING NOTICE-CERP SITE 1 IMPOUNDMENT PROJECT-PALM
cywords: BEACH CO.

CFDA #: |lo9.997

[Agency Comiments:

1TREASURE COAST RPC - TREASURE COAST REGIONAL PLANNING GOUNCIL

The proposed project is not in conflict or inconsistent with the SRPP. The project furthers Regmnal Goal 6.9 that calls for the
protection and sustainability of the Everglades Ecosystem.

SOUTH FL RPC - SOUTH FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

IBROWARD - BROWARD COUNTY

PALM BEACH -

L

[ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY UNIT - OFFICE OF POLICY AND BUDGET, ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY UNIT

[NC/Consistent

{AGRICULTURE - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES

[COMMUNITY AFFAIRS - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Released Without Comment

FISH and WILDLIFE COMMISSION - FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

[I-PAGE LETTER BY BRIAN BARNETT PLUS ENCLOSURE DATED 10/14/03.

|STATE - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DOS staff recommends that a professional archaeolegical investigation be conducted of the property in question. The
resulting report should conform to the specifications set forth in Chapter 1A-46, F.A.C., and be forwarded to SHPO to
complete the review process.

[TRANSPORTATION - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Review of the subject application indicates the Department is currently conducting a Project Development and Environment
study (PD&E) for a potential roadway connection between Broward and Palm Beach Counties west of State Road 7, FM#
228222-1-22-01 and 229841-1-22-01. The project study area encompasses the area of the proposed Site 1 Impoundment
and extends east to State Road 7. This study includes alternative corridors that consider the possible extension of University
Drive from the Sawgrass Expressway in Broward County to Glades Road in Palm Beach County, and/or the possible
extension of Coral Ridge Drive in Broward County to Glades Road and/or Yamato Road in Palm Beach County. Both of these
corridors are contained in Palm Beach County's 2025 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). The extension of University
Drive, as presently conceived, is proposed to run along the eastermn boundary of the proposed impoundment, on the eastern
side of the Lake Worth Drainage District E-1W-S Canal. The extension of Coral Ridge Drive is proposed to run along the
approximate alignments of the L-5081 & L40 Levees to connect with Glades Road, and potentially with Yamato Road. The




Department is coordinating with the South Florida Water Management District and Palm Beach County to ensure any
concerns we may have regarding these corridors are properly addressed. At this time, no decisions have been made and
both corridors remain viable alternatives under consideration in the PD&E Study. Please contact, Mr. Richard Young, Praject

Manager, at (954) 777-4323.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Please note that the proposed praject will be subject to the requirements of Section 373.026, F.S., which requires that DEP
approve, or approve with amendments, each project component based upon a determination of the South Florida Water
Management District's compliance with 5. 373.1501(5), F.5. The proposed project will also require a CERPRA permit for the
construction, operation, or maintenance of CERP project components pursuant to s, 373.1502, F.5. In addition, under the
delegated NPDES program, construction activities associated with the proposed project will require NPDES permit coverage
under the Department's Generic Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Large and Small Construction Activities.
Recommendations: Pursuant to CERP Guidance Memorandum 023.00, Implementation of Water Quality Features, Site 1
Impoundment is a category C project. Category C projects are those for which water quality improvement is not specifically
identified in the Comprehensive Plan as a project purpose or criterion to be addressed during design. Water quality impacts
shall be considered a constraint in the plan formulation and evaluation process. As such, discharges from this project should
net cause or contribute to violations of State water quality standards. The feasibility report has identified wetlands within the
project boundary. Pursuant to s. 373.1502(3){b){4}, F.S., any impacts to wetiands or threatened or endangered species
resulting from the implementation of a CERP project component must be avoided, minimized, and mitigated, as appropriate.

ISOUTH FLORIDA WMD - SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

A consistency determination is not necessary since the SFWMD is a partner with the USACOE on this project. Plaase note
that the proposed location for the impoundment is a 1,600 acre area as shown on the site plan; not a 2,340 acre area as
indicated in the first paragraph of the USACOE cover letter.

For more information please contact the Clearinghouse Office at:

AGENCY CONTACT AND COORDINATOR {SCH)
3900 COMMONWEALTH BOULEVARD MS-47
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-3000
TELEPHONE: (850) 245-2161

FAX: (850) 245-2130

Copyright and Disclaimer
Privacy Statement




Florida Department of

Memorandum Environmental Protection
TO: Florida State Clearinghouse
FROM: Robert W. Hall, Environmental Specialist /\p)/zk '
Office of Intergovernmental Programs
DATE: October 14, 2003

PROJECT: Department of the Army, Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers, NEPA
Document Scoping Notice for the Site 1 Impoundment Project, Part of the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, Adjacent to the Hillsboro
Canal and South of Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge (NWR), Palm
Beach County, Florida

SAI: FL200308203643C

The Department has reviewed the proposed project and has the following comments.
General

The Hillsboro Site 1 Impoundment Project was one of the projects evaluated through the Central
and Southern Florida Project Water Preserve Areas Feasibility Study. The purpose of the project
is to supplement water deliveries to the Hillsboro canal by capturing and storing excess water
currently discharged to the Intracoastal Waterway and the Lake Worth Lagoon. These
supplemental deliveries will reduce demands on Lake Okeechobee and Loxahatchee National
Wildlife Refuge (LNWR). The impoundment will also provide groundwater recharge, reduce
seepage from the adjacent LNWR, and prevent saltwater intrusion by releasing impounded water
back to the Hillsboro canal when conditions dictate. Existing conditions of the project area and
recommendations of the feasibility study can be found in the Draft Integrated Feasibility Report
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement.

Permits/Authorizations

The State of Florida’s Department of Environmental Protection (Department) has been charged
with the responsibility of protecting the majority of natural resources within the State of Florida.
As such, there are several important regulatory programs that may be applicable to the proposed
project. These requirements include Sections 373.026 and 373.1502, Florida Statutes (F.S.), and
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting process. The
proposed project will be subject to the requirements of Section 373.026, F.S., which requires that
the Department approve, or approve with amendments, each project component based upon a
determination of the South Florida Water Management District’s compliance with Section
373.1501(5), F.S. The proposed project will also require a CERPRA permit for the construction,
operation, or maintenance of CERP project components pursuant to Section 373.1502, F.S. In



Memorandum
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order to obtain a CERPRA permit, the applicant must provide reasonable assurances that the
project will comply with the water quality standards of Section 373.1502(3)(b) F.S. Federal law,
specifically 40 CFR 122.26(b)(14)(x), prohibits point source discharges of stormwater from
certain construction activities to waters of the United States without benefit of an NPDES permit.
Under the State of Florida’s authority to administer the NPDES program, construction activities
associated with the proposed project will require permits pursuant to the Department’s Generic
Permitting for Stormwater Discharges from Large and Small Construction Activities. In order to
initiate a generic permit, the applicant must submit a Notice of Intent to use the permit and agree
to abide by all conditions contained within the generic permit, including maintaining current
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans which detail all erosion and sedimentation controls to be
utilized during construction.

Recommendations

Pursuant to CERP Guidance Memorandum 023.00, Implementation of Water Quality Features,
Site 1 Impoundment is a category C project. Category C projects are those for which water
quality improvement is not specifically identified in the Comprehensive Plan as a project purpose
or criterion to be addressed during design. Water quality impacts shall be considered a constraint _
in the plan formulation and evaluation process. As such, discharges from this project should not
cause or contribute to violations of State water quality standards.

The feasibility report has identified wetlands within the project boundary. Pursuant to Section
373.1502 (3)}(b)(4), F.S., any impacts to wetlands or threatened or endangered species resulting
from the implementation of a CERP project component must be avoided, minimized, and
mitigated, as appropriate.

The Department would appreciate the opportunity to continue working with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers in implementing this project to best achieve these goals. Questions related to the
technical aspects of this memorandum should be referred to Ms. Diane Crigger in DEP’s West
Palm Beach office at 561/681-6604.



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Glenda E. Hood

Secretary of State
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES

Ms. Lauren Milligan September 10, 2003
Director, Florida State Clearinghouse

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station 47

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000

RE:  DHR Project File Number: 2003-7651
Received by DHR August 22, 2003 <A« 9/3/03
SAT#: 200308203643C
U.S. Department of the Army — Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
Scoping Notice for the Site I Impoundment Project, Part of the Comprehensive Everglades
Restoration Plan — Adjacent to the Hillsboro Canal and South of Loxahatchee NWR
Palm Beach County

Dear Ms. Milligan:

Our office received and reviewed the above referenced project in accordance with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), as amended in 1992, and 36 C.F R,
Part 800: Protection of Historic Properties, Chapter 267, Florida Statutes, Florida's Coastal
Management Program, and implementing state regulations, for possible impact to historic properties
listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places, or otherwise of historical,
architectural or archacological value. The State Historic Preservation Officer is to advise and assist state
and federal agencies when identifying historic properties, assessing effects upon them, and considering
alternatives to avoid or minimize adverse effects.

A review of the Florida Master Site File indicates that there are no known archaeological or historical
sites within the project boundaries. However, since this area has never been subjected to professional
archaeological investigation, this is not necessarily indicative of the absence of archaeological materials.
The proposed project will affect an sizable area that is environmentally similar to regions within Palm
Beach County that are known to have yielded archaeological remains.

Therefore, it is the recommendation of this office that prior to such disturbances, a professional
archaeological investigation be conducted of the property in question. Its purpose will be to determine if
archaeological or historic resources are present within the project area, and the si gnificance of any
resources located. The resultant report should conform to the specifications set forth in Chapter 1A-46,
Florida Administrative Code, and be forwarded to this agency in order to complete the process of
reviewing the impact of this proposed project on historic properties. The results of the investigations will
determine if significant archacological resources would be disturbed by this project. In addition, if
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