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PROJECTS
Acme Basin B Discharge

Public Workshop Summary

22 May 2002 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM

To: Attendees

From: Everglades Partners Joint Venture (EPJV)

Subject: Acme Basin B Discharge Public Workshop

Attendees: See attached

Handouts: Agenda
Presentations by Jerry Grubb, Kathy Collins, and Frank Fischer
Public Information/Comment Card
Public Workshop Evaluation Form
Internet Web Sites and Contact Information
Public Workshop News Release

The Acme Basin B Discharge Public Workshop was held May 22, 2002 from 6:30 PM to 9:00
PM at the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) Governing Board Auditorium,
3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, Florida.

INTRODUCTIONS

Kathy Collins, SFWMD Acme Project Manager, welcomed the public workshop attendees.  She
explained that this was the first public workshop for the Acme Basin B Discharge Project and
confirmed that all attendees had received the handouts and had an opportunity to fill out the
public information/comment cards.  Ms. Collins introduced Jerry Grubb, US Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) Acme Project Manager, and Frank Fischer, Corps Acme Planning Technical
Lead, as well as other Project Delivery Team members.  She introduced SFWMD representatives
and local and state government leaders who were in attendance.  She stated that the Everglades
Partners Joint Venture team would be providing support for this meeting and thanked Ellen
Underwood, SFWMD Outreach Specialist, for preparing the workshop.

CERP OVERVIEW

Mr. Grubb presented an overview of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP).
The presentation included the background and history of CERP, as well as information on the
various CERP components.
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PLANNING PROCESS

Mr. Fischer presented an overview of the planning process, including general CERP
requirements and project-specific requirements.  He explained that the Acme Basin B Discharge
Project would be synchronized with the other CERP components, forming 68 projects.  He
presented the goals and objectives of the Restudy, which take into account not only ecological
enhancement but also economic and social considerations.  (The "Restudy" is the predecessor to
the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan.  It was a six-year study conducted by the Corps
with assistance of the SFWMD to identify problems and opportunities to restore South Florida's
ecosystem, while updating the Central & Southern Florida Project. The final Everglades
restoration plan in use today was developed through the Restudy process, with much community
input.) There are system-wide and local objectives, which the Project Delivery Team will
support.  Mr. Fischer explained the six steps of plan formulation, and the terms “with” and
“without” associated with comparing alternative plans.  He described required concurrency with
the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) and the role of the Corps and SFWMD
"Restoration Coordination and Verification (RECOVER)" team in the planning process. He
outlined the three steps of the project evaluation/assessment.

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Ms. Collins presented an overview of the Acme Basin B Discharge Project.  A map of the project
is shown below:
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Continuing with her project overview, Ms. Collins explained the following:

Other projects (Non-CERP) that tie into the Acme project:
? Everglades Forever Act Compliance. (This 1994 Florida law requires that all waters entering

the Everglades Protection Area contain 10 parts per billion (ppb) of phosphorus, unless
another standard is developed.  The Acme basin discharges to a protected Everglades area --
the Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge (Wildlife Refuge) -- so this
standard would apply to the discharges.

? Pilot Project (Ms. Collins explained that information from all the pertinent pilot projects will
be used when formulating alternatives for the CERP Acme Basin B project.)

? Basin Specific Feasibility Study (The SFWMD is conducting a Basin-specific Feasibility
Study designed to integrate research, planning and other available information into water
quality solutions to ensure that all waters discharged into the Everglades Protection Area
(EPA) from six of the Everglades Stormwater Program basins achieve water quality goals by
December 31, 2006.  Acme Basin B currently discharges to the EPA and is included in this
study.  The study provides baseline data and will assess alternatives that allow Acme Basin B
to meet water quality standards.
Further information on this study is available at:
www.sfwmd.gov/org/erd/bsfboard/bsfsboard.htm

CERP Background:
? The Restudy included Acme Basin B Discharge project as an Other Project Element (OPE).

OPEs did not have the level of engineering design and evaluation as the recommended
components.  Further engineering design and evaluation is incorporated in the Water
Preserve Areas (WPA) Feasibility Study.

? The Water Preserve Areas (WPA) Feasibility Study provided further design details and
evaluation of the conceptual design in the Restudy.

? Acme Basin B Discharge Project will formulate and evaluate alternatives, identify a design,
construct and monitor the project under the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan.

The next Acme B Discharge Project Delivery Team meeting will be held June 18, 2002.  Tasks
will be assigned at the meeting.  The Project Delivery Team includes local, state, and federal
government agencies.  All agencies are welcome to be involved on the team, and public is
welcome to attend the meetings to observe and comment.

Ms. Collins presented the project's purpose and benefits.  Its total budget goal is less than
$25,000,000, which allows the project to stay within program authorization of WDRA 2000.
Under program authorization, no additional authorization from Congress is needed, and it will
have a better chance of completing construction in 2006.

The Acme Basin B Discharge Project is a joint venture between the Corps and the SFWMD as
the local sponsor.  The Project Management Plan (PMP) is currently under development, and the
Project Implementation Report (PIR) will be developed concurrently.  In general, the PMP is a
roadmap of the project and will be updated after each of the project phases to provide up to date
information and a schedule for the next phase of work; the PIR is a decision document that
recommends a plan and provides a 30% design of the recommended plan.
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Ms. Collins outlined how the public will be involved during the six steps of the planning process.
Step 3 will include more public workshops.  Step 6 will include extensive review/approval by the
Corps, SFWMD, and public before the plan is finalized.  The six steps of the planning process
are shown below:

Planning ProcessPlanning Process
Specify Problems
And Opportunities

Step 1

Specify Problems
And Opportunities
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Conditions

Step 2
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Conditions
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Step 5
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Step 5
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Step 6

Select Recommended Plan
Step 6

PUBLIC COMMENT

Ms. Collins asked if any public officials would like to comment.  No comments were offered at
this time; however, Linda Bolten, Wellington Councilwoman, commented toward the end of the
meeting.  Ms. Collins explained that direct questions would be answered one-on-one with the
Project Delivery Team members after the workshop.  A summary of the comments from
members of the public follows:

Norma Perdue, Activist from Wellington

Ms. Perdue said she was concerned about a statement made in the presentation that the Acme
project will maintain existing flood control in Wellington, as she believes Wellington has no
flood control.
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She said the Corps and SFWMD should analyze what is already in place in Wellington, which
might be utilized in the Acme project.  Two areas include:

1. Peacock Pond – 79-acre water quality conservation refuge, set aside under Palm
Beach County Permit 78-60.

2. An additional parcel of land, in an agreement with Florida Audubon.

Ms. Perdue said Peacock Pond was never intended for Basin B, but was created for the 960-acre
Country Place planned unit development.  She said it is the largest development within the basin,
and its lakes and canals within Section 23 and 26, and the 240-acre stormwater runoff reservoir
in Section 34, were included under permits 76-60 and 78-60.

Ms. Perdue said the 150-acre Lake Wellington needs restoration, and could be part of this
project.  Under an existing permit -- 78-60 -- two additional lakes that are 50 acres and 12 acres
are planned.

Ms. Perdue said that SFWMD regulations require any property over five acres have on-site
retention ponds.  She said new permits should require reduction of pollution loadings for three
nurseries and a private property in the Palm Beach Point and Aero Club developments in
Wellington.

Ms. Perdue said she is concerned that property owners are allowed to remove existing
stormwater treatment facilities, develop the land, and that public funds will be used to replace
these facilities.  She is concerned that the Strazzulla property, purchased with Save Our Rivers
funds, will be used for purposes other than originally intended.  Lastly, she is concerned
taxpayers will bear an unfair portion of the Acme project costs, and the largest stormwater
contributors -- the equestrian polo industry, Country Place and the Lennar property -- should
fund Acme project costs.

Michelle Diffenderfer, Lewis Longman & Walker, and Patrick Martin, Lake Worth
Drainage District

Mr. Martin stated that the workshop was a generic kick-off meeting and did not provide enough
detail about the Acme project and the alternatives under development. He wanted more detail
regarding the alternative analysis within the Basin-specific Feasibility Study that is not part of
the CERP project.  He said he would like to see water quality benefits and costs associated with
proposals involving the Strazzulla property.

William Gurney, Loxahatchee Groves Landowner Association

Mr. Gurney said he is concerned that $25,000,000 is not adequate to restore the water quality,
since the Acme project includes movement, storage and water quality.
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Dr. J. William Louda, Florida Atlantic University (FAU) and Loxahatchee Groves
Landowners

Dr. Louda said he is an environmental chemistry professor at FAU and is against chemical
treatment of water to improve the quality.  He explained some of the science supporting this
position and presented reasons why he believes the Project Delivery Team should investigate
other options.  He said negative effects of the chemicals would outweigh the benefits to achieve
phosphorus removal.  Berric chloride and alum, and the products of various reactions which
would include sulfate, mercury, and aluminum hydroxide, will have detrimental effects on the
ecosystem and individual species within the ecosystem, he said.  The chemicals would travel to
Florida Bay, which is an iron-limited system.

John Koch, Loxahatchee Sierra Club

Mr. Koch expressed the importance of not pumping nutrient-enriched stormwater into Strazzulla
or the Wildlife Refuge.

Rosa Durando, ASE

Ms. Durando requested more information about the problems associated with the Acme project,
in particular, a 40-acre parcel in connection with the Acme Improvement District slated for water
management purposes. She said Palm Beach Aggregates is not an option for the Acme project,
and suggests not using the Agricultural Reserve either. She said Strazzulla is not dehydrated, as
some have suggested. She also expressed concern regarding the use of Stormwater Treatment
Areas 1 East and West, and believes more time may be required to finish the Acme project than
now allowed to meet the 2006 EFA criteria.  She said further examination should be given to the
use of periphyton, and work associated with FIU professor Ron Jones, for the project.

Ms. Durando said there may be inefficiencies with the Acme project, and suggested the most
efficient use of money is to enforce the current law.  Palm Beach Polo should be required to
rehydrate its lands.  Stormwater rules must be enforced, including the requirement of property
owners to retain an additional half-inch of surface water on-site.  Ms. Durando believes that the
issues have not been thoroughly addressed over the last 20 years.

Dan Shalloway, Wellington Surface Water Act Team

Mr. Shalloway is reviewing options developed by consultants to reduce phosphorus in Basin B.
He said the Village of Wellington has done extensive work to reduce phosphorus, including
passing laws for farms and horse waste.  Much of the waste is now hauled out of the Village.
Data is being analyzed each month.  The average phosphorus concentration in the Basin is now
110 ppb, which he said is a significant improvement from a few years ago.  Many areas of
Wellington are already meeting phosphorus-reduction goals.  Some best management practices
are not working, and soil additions and small stormwater treatment areas have been used to
improve water quality.  Mr. Shalloway said that although it does not meet Everglades standards,
Acme Basin B water is not  “phosphorus-laden,” and great strides are being made everyday to
further improve the basin's water quality.
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Anthony Brown, Aqua Technologies Inc.

Mr. Brown identified himself as the vice-president of Aqua Technologies, and explained the
manufactured technology originally designed for removal of organic constituents in water.  He
agrees with Mr. Louda; however he said the ecosystem must be analyzed as a whole.  Addition
and removal of adverse effects is negligible, especially if secondary and tertiary treatment is
occurring.  He believes organically modified clays will do well to solve problems, and removal
through covalent adhesion would add benefits economically and would not displace beneficial
nutrients.

Kay Gates, Loxahatchee Sierra

Ms. Gates said she supported the statement made earlier by Mr. Koch.  She said it is important to
improve the quality of water before it enters the Wildlife Refuge.

John Gates, Sierra Club

Mr. Gates stated that a maximum phosphorus concentration of 10 ppb was agreed as the
discharge to the Everglades, not 50 ppb mentioned earlier.  He disagrees with using Strazzulla as
filtration, as it is pristine wetlands.  He said the Strazzulla wetlands should be returned as a part
of the Wildlife Refuge.

John A. Marshall, Arthur R. Marshall Foundation

Mr. Marshall congratulated the workshop presenters for clearly presenting the original goals of
the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, as described in the 1999 Restudy. He
encouraged the use of cypress trees as a "best management practice" for the basin, noting that
cypress trees can remove phosphorus as deep as 100 feet in the ground.  They also improve
natural habitat for plants and animals, and once were prevalent in Palm Beach County. He said
the Village of Wellington Surface Water Act Team should recognize this.

Erin Deady, Audubon of Florida

Ms. Deady said there should be a contingency for the program authority limit of $25,000,000
because there are specific timeframes for Congressional approval under the Water Resources
Development Act  (WRDA), which must be taken into account.  The Project Delivery Team
should account for WRDA 2004 authorization.

She questioned the 30,000 acre-feet discharge benefit, and cautioned that water cannot be
switched from legal sources, and the project cannot rely on RECOVER to find water elsewhere.
Ms. Deady said the water quality issue should be addressed.
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Linda Bolten, Wellington Councilwoman

Ms. Bolten thanked the Project Delivery Team members and the public for attending the
workshop.  She said comments made tonight are healthy and the public should always feel free
to contribute opinions to ensure that all concerns are addressed during the project.  She agrees
that the first goal should be enhancing ecological values.  Phosphorus removal is a technical
issue and a top priority.  She wants to see ecological enhancement not only in Acme B but also in
the Wildlife Refuge.

Ms. Bolton asked for more details on the funding of CERP:  the overall project funding
mechanism, individual components, and the use of real estate transaction taxes. She said the
project was off to a good start, and encouraged the Project Delivery Team to continue its work.

END OF WORKSHOP

Public comments concluded.  Ms. Collins thanked everyone for attending and reminded them
that the speakers and Project Delivery Team members would be available after the workshop for
individual questions.  Ms. Collins said the workshop summary and presentations would be
posted at www.evergladesplan.org.  The next Project Delivery Team meeting will be held June
18, 2002 from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM at the SFWMD Cafeteria Conference Room 3301 Gun Club
Road, West Palm Beach, Florida.


