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COMPREHENSIVE EVERGLADES RESTORATION PLAN -
ASSURANCE OF PROJECT 'BENEFITS AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, the Everglades ecological systdm is uniqué b the world and ono ofthe
Nation's great treasures;. . : S

WHEREAS, fh@ Central aﬁd :SQuth'cm I‘i;oﬂga;_ Project as origim;tlly suthorized in 1948
has had unintended consequences on the Bverglades and the South Florida Boosystem,; . f

WHERBAS, the Water R&soﬁccaivadet Act 0f 1992 authorized a Comprehensive
Review Study (Restudy) of the Central and Southem Florlda Projeot; o

W}IBREAS,.'mi.réqui:ed by i i e Water Resources Development ‘Act of 1996, the: Restudy
was submitted to the: Congress of the United States:on July 1, 1995; :

WHBRI?AS,f?thp‘, Restudy, rgixamnd the Coxnpxe.hemivg; Everglades Restoration Plan,
was authorized by the Congress in the Water Résources Devélopment Act of 2000; . °
© WHERBAS, the Comprehensive Everglades Restoratian Plen (th "Plan") will restore,
proserve, and protect the more than2.4 milfion acresiof the Everglades and the South Florida
Ecosystem; ‘ o : ' N

WHEREAS; implementation of the Plen will;require a collaborative effort among Federal
and State partners, and the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Miccosukee Tribe of Fridians of
Florida, acting under Federal and State law, to dchieve the shared goal of restoration of the
Everglades and the South Florida Beosystem; o ‘ . o

WHEREAS, a8 ihe;eooeystemis restored, all interests seek a Iovel ofassurancé that they
will receive the anticipated b'eneﬁte{-nﬁ‘om the Pla.n,

WHERREAS, the Feders} interest in restoration flows largely from the substantialFederal
resouroes in the ecosystem, including Bverglades National Park and other National Parks,
National Wildife Refuges, and Natlonal Marins Sarictuaries, which comprise a significant
portion of the natural system; o . -

WHEREAS, in recognition of this intorest, the Congress established that the overarching
objective of thoe Plen s the restoration, preservation, end piotcction of the South ¥ loridal
Ecosystem, whils providing for other water-related ficeds of tho xegion, including water,
supply and flood protection; ' ' -
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vAct"), requires that thic Presidens of the United States and the Governor of Florida entek ito|
a binding sgreement that eusuxes that watet from the Comprehensive Rverglades Restoration:

Plan will be made avaitable for the regtoration of the nanira] system:

WHERRAS, section 601(1)(2) of the Water Resourcos Development Act of 2000 (the

| WHEREAS, séotion 601()(3) of the Aot furthier requires that the Secretary of the Az,
with the concurrence of the Governar and the Secretary of the Interior, and in consultation with
the Seminole Txibe of Florida; the Mjscosukee Txibe of Indians of Florida, the Administrator
of the Puvironmental Protection Agency, the Scoretary of Conimierce; and other Federal, State,
and local agencies, promulgate prograrmatic regulations to ensure that the goals and the - -
purposes of the Plan are‘achieved; o . o

| WHEREAS, section 601(u)(4)(A) (i) of the Act sequires that a Projedt Yuplementation
_Report (PIR) identify the amount of water to be reserved or allocated for the natwral system -
under State law, : : 3

WHEREAS, é;otibn 601 (h))@)) of the Actzaquires that the Secretary of the c
Army shall not exconte a Project Coeperstion Agreement until ariy reservation or ullocation.

of water for the natural system identified in the PIR is,executed vinder State law;

., WHERRBAS, the State of Florida has the authority 1o 7esetve water for the natural system.

pursuant to Chapter 373, Florida Stututes; - fo
The signataries to this agreement hereby affirm that:
As roquirad by the Water Resources Developament Act of 2000, water made avalable-by
each profect in the Camprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan will not be penmitted. fox
a consumptive use ot otherwise.made unavatlable by the State of Florida until such time
as sufficient reservations of water for'the restoration of tic natural system are mado by
regulation or other appropriate means purguantto Chapter 373, Florida Statutes, and
in accordance with the projectimpleméntation report forithe project and consistent '
with the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan. ' P

To effectuste this agfémunt;_ the Federal pany'ng;rees.: ,
» .. Toinglude within the President's budget submissions to the Cangress requests for

" Federal appropriations in the smount the President deems necessary to implement
tho Federal share of the Plan’s implementation: o
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. To iniﬁata antharized pmje‘ot planning and design;

. “Ta work with the State of Florida on developing informahon Jomtly to suppo:t
the adapﬁve asmsmu\t component of the Plan;

v Touse the plaoning process to supply information for both Federal-and Statel
legwlatwc oversight reqniromants, ' .

To cﬁ‘ectuate this agxeemeut, tho State paxty ames.

. To mcludc within the Govomor s budget submisslons to the Leg,mlaune g
requests for State appropriations in the amount the Govemior deems necessary
to mtplement the Stata share of the Plan’s implementation. .

- To undertako rosorvattom of wntar f'or the natural:system upon completion of‘
cach PIR, and to enzuze that reservahons of water for the natural system will he
consistent with information dwelopcd ifthe PIR, mdmatmg appropriate mm:ng,
distribution, and flow reqmmmmts sufficient for the restoration of the natural

system

. To mumagc ity water résource allocationjprocess to ensure that water madc
available by ench project in'the Comprehenslve Everglades Restoration Plan
will not be permitted for & consumpnvc use or otherwise mads unavailable for
Testoration of the natural systei, consiitent with the PIR snd the pmwsxons ~
of the Water Resourcm Development Actofzooo T

. To monitor and assess the contimibng éffectiveness ofreservations as long as
the pro; ect is suthonzed 10 achieve: (he goals end objectives of tho Plag, =

- OF FLORIDA

Dated: January 9; 2002
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