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Figure 54.
Images of Monroe Station (CR00677)

A. Current Condition

B. Members of Everglades Protection Society in Front of Monroe Station, 2005
Photographic Source: Barbra Jean Powell
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Monroe Station is presently enclosed by a chain-link fence and is not accessible to the public.  The 
building sits on the south side of Tamiami Trail and on the south end of a gravel parking lot.  The 
building is a large, square, two-story wooden frame structure with a concrete foundation, asphalt 
roof, and several additions.  The largest addition is a gabled, two-storied structure at the rear of the 
building.  The yard behind the building was used to store off-road vehicles (Leynes 1998).  There 
may be other outbuildings on the property but because of the fence further exploration was not 
possible. 

Monroe Station was listed on the NRHP in 1998 for its local significance in transportation and 
exploration and settlement with a period of significance of 1928 through 1934.  The property’s 
nomination was based upon its association with the early history of Tamiami Trail and Collier 
County.  The present study suggests that the NRHP eligibility of Monroe Station could also be 
considered under a second context in which its use as a twentieth-century commercial property 
fulfilled an important Gladesmen cultural function in its remote environment.  Oral history indicates 
that Monroe Station played a strong role in Gladesmen cultural geography and that the property 
was very important to area Gladesmen up until 1992.  The interviews cite Monroe Station as a 
point of departure and entry for individuals and groups entering or leaving the Glades; it was a 
transition point that linked the community and the environment. 

This property continues to hold importance to contemporary Gladesmen Culture as evidenced by 
information obtained in informant interviews and in non-recorded conversations with members of 
the Gladesmen community.  During oral interviews, nine of 34 individuals mentioned Monroe 
Station.  During its operation, Monroe Station was strongly associated with Gladesmen traditional 
cultural practices prior to its acquisition by the NPS, primarily as a gathering place to enjoy 
camaraderie and organize with fellow members of the culture.  Historically, Monroe Station was a 
main access point to the backcountry; people met there prior to hunting and fishing trips, they stored 
their swamp buggies at the station, and they bought supplies and socialized at the store and 
restaurant. 

Area locals have many memories of the location when it was operational, and Monroe Station 
remains a well-known landmark.  Jack Switzer (2008) mentioned Monroe Station when describing 
the location of the Loop Road and Frank Denninger used it as a landmark to describe where 
hunting is allowed in the Big Cypress National Preserve (Denninger in Switzer 2008).  Further 
instances where it was used as a geographic marker abound as interviewees often refer to Monroe 
Station in orienting themselves: 

When you find Monroe Station, which is the center point between…Naples and 
Miami (Schramm 2008). 

That's the Loop Road [that] comes out there at Monroe Station on this side.  And 
that's where we would leave from to go to the woods (Adams 2008). 

To drive it [to the family camp], it's 21 miles north northeast from Monroe Station. 
(Hauser 2008). 
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Monroe Station is already listed on the National Register for significance in transportation, 
exploration, and settlement during the years 1928-1934.  Today, it continues to retain relevance to 
area Gladesmen as a local landmark and geographic reference point.  Its use for social interaction 
and as a point of transition between “civilization” and the environment ended in 1992.  Like 
Mack’s Fish Camp, Monroe Station served as the location where urban youths first encountered real 
Gladesmen and began to emulate them.  It remains part of Gladesmen Culture as an important 
historical landmark but its active cultural significance to the Gladesmen diminished after 1992, 
when the social and cultural practices once enjoyed there came to an end.  For these reasons, New 
South Associates does not recommend Monroe Station as meeting the criteria for listing as a TCP.  
It is recommended that the NRHP listing for Monroe Station be expanded to include the property’s 
significance to members of the Gladesmen Folk Culture. 

WATERWAYS AND ROAD SYSTEMS  

FISHEATING CREEK WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA -- GL00440 

Fisheating Creek is an approximately 60-mile long waterway that flows from Highlands County 
through Glades County and ultimately drains into Lake Okeechobee; it is the only free-flowing 
tributary to the lake (Figure 55).  Since prehistoric times, the creek has not only been a source of 
food and water, but also a water highway to Lake Okeechobee.  Early prehistoric inhabitants built 
mounds and earthworks in the region, as evidenced by the Fort Center Mound complex in the Lake 
Okeechobee Basin.  These mounds are listed on the NRHP. 

One of the earliest known non-native explorers on the creek was George Henry Preble of the U.S. 
Navy.  He described the stream as being “tortuous…and sometimes swells into a river, and then 
dwindles into a brook.”  During an 1881 federal government reconnaissance of the region, Clay 
MacCauley found 37 extended families dispersed in five areas; one of those areas was Fisheating 
Creek (Florida Department of Environmental Protection 2008:164; Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Commission 2008b:1-2). 

In the 1880s, Dr. Howell Tyson Lykes began exporting cattle to Cuba and the Lykes commercial 
enterprise began to take shape.  The Lykes began acquiring land surrounding the creek, eventually 
owning the entire length of the creek.  The Lykes Brothers prohibited development along the creek 
although they reportedly ran a campground and canoe concession at Palmdale.  The Lykes Brothers 
closed the creek to the public in 1989, claiming ownership of not only the land along the creek, but 
the creek and creek bed as well.  A 10-year court battle ensued to reopen the area to the public for 
recreational use.  A 1998 ruling found that the creek belonged to the people of Florida, although 
Lykes Brothers appealed the decision.  The case was finally settled in 1999, when the State of 
Florida purchased a corridor containing 18,272 acres (40 miles) along the creek that became 
Fisheating Creek Wildlife Management Area (Figures 56 and 57) (Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Commission 2008b:2-3). 

The creek and its watershed are unique in Florida as a pristine natural landscape.  It is truly a wild 
and scenic place, and its remoteness is a large part of its appeal.  Fisheating Creek WMA flows 
through bald cypress swamps and hardwood hammocks.  There are no houses along the banks, 
though there are remains of early regional roadbeds and wooden bridge pilings.  These pilings are 
only visible during low water.  The scenery through the WMA varies and ranges from dense, 
narrow swamps to wide, open lakes and marshes. 
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Figure 55.
Fisheating Creek Wildlife Management Area (GL00440)

A. Topographic Map

B Aerial PhotographB. Aerial Photograph
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Figure 56.
Fisheating Creek Wildlife Management Area Sketch Map (GL00440)
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Figure 57.
Images of Fisheating Creek Wildlife Management Area (GL00440)

A. Heading Out for a Day on the Creek

B. Burnt Lake on Fisheating Creek
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Fisheating Creek holds great significance for generations of South Floridians who have camped 
and spent time along its banks.  It is here that practices such as fishing, hunting, boating, camping, 
observing and enjoying nature, and spending time with fellow Gladesmen and their families occur.  
The WMA and the entire creek is a place where families go for vacations and weekend outings, 
and where fathers teach their children to hunt, fish, and boat.  It is strongly associated with 
Gladesmen lifeways: 

Over the years, the creek has been a focal point in the lives of the local people.  
They courted, married, honeymooned, and baptized their children there.  Along the 
banks they colored and hid Easter eggs and celebrated Thanksgiving.  They 
depended on the creek for subsistence and recreation, hunting, fishing, and 
camping along its banks (Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission 2008b:2). 

Fisheating Creek is a very special place to Gladesmen who live in the Clewiston region.  Christina 
Howell grew up in Clewiston and remembers going to parties at the creek in high school.  Her 
father used the creek extensively for recreational activities.  According to Mrs. Howell (2008), the 
creek “just seemed like a place everybody around here went to.”  New South interviewed six 
individuals living in the Clewiston area and five brought up Fisheating Creek as their favorite place 
to visit: 

I love to go to Fisheating Creek…And the swamp—when the water's up, it's the 
most beautiful place in the world, most serene.  The cypress trees reach right on up 
to heaven.  And you can see nesting egrets, you can see nesting blue herons, and 
where can you see that and where will you be able to see the swallow-tailed kite, 
maybe a hundred or a thousand in a few trees at certain times?  It is spectacular 
and it's undiscovered and I love it.  It's God's gift to Glades County, and anybody 
that's in Clewiston or Hendry County (Lucky 2008). 

Historically used by Gladesmen for subsistence and transportation, Fisheating Creek WMA is now 
used for traditional recreational activities: 

There's just a freedom up here [Fisheating Creek].  When you get in here, there's 
nobody telling you where to camp, where to stop, where to fish, what to do.  Once 
you come and get in the water, you're on your own and you have a place that 
it's—there's big fish or small fish…It's just a magic to it…I've been here all my life 
and I've just loved it.  If I had any place they'd say where could you go today, I'd 
still want to go on the creek.  I'd still just get in my boat, go up the creek, spend the 
day, cooking sausage, sit around on the bank, watch the water flow.  You see 
turkeys, deer, hogs, gators.  There's bear in the creek now (Lanier 2008).   

Fisheating Creek WMA is a very important component of the local Gladesmen Culture.  It holds a 
place in people’s childhood memories and continues to be an area that they use for recreation and 
contemplation.  Clewiston resident Frank Harben (2008) remembers the creek as the main area for 
hunting when he was growing up.  He also did a lot of fishing on the creek as well as camping.  
Some interviewees stated that the creek is the most beautiful place in the state: 
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That to me is the most beautiful spot in the whole state of Florida [Fisheating 
Creek].  It's the absolute best habitat of wildlife in the whole state of Florida, for 
any kind of wildlife.  There's panthers, bear, of course bobcats and all that kind of 
stuff, and the turkey and deer, what have you.  Absolute natural preserve for the 
wildlife (Harbin 2008). 

Fisheating Creek is a pristine natural landscape recorded here as a linear resource that is significant 
to area Gladesmen Culture.  The creek is an environmental treasure that has contributed greatly to 
Gladesmen life experiences in affording recreational opportunities for many decades.  While it is 
an important natural resource for local Gladesmen, it does not have a focal point that has particular 
cultural meaning for the Gladesmen, i.e., that serves to maintain the continuity of Gladesmen Culture 
as a whole.  For that reason, New South Associates does not recommend Fisheating Creek as 
meeting the criteria for listing as a TCP.   

THE LOOP ROAD (COUNTY ROAD 94) 

DA06984 (MIAMI-DADE COUNTY), MO01920 (MONROE COUNTY),  

CR01086 (COLLIER COUNTY) 

The Loop Road is a linear resource that is a 26-mile drive through the Big Cypress Preserve and a 
small portion of Everglades National Park in Miami-Dade, Monroe, and Collier counties (Figures 
58, 59, and 60).  Fred Dayhoff (personal communication with Grady Caulk, 2009) says that it was 
originally called Chevalier Road, and was built in 1924 to reroute Tamiami Trail through Chevalier 
Corporation land at a cost of $200,000.  Dayhoff also stated that Barron Collier paid for the road 
to go through his land and that Loop Road was used as the Tamiami Trail for 4 or 5 years.  The 
Chevalier Road was later deeded to the state and the loop was completed with the extension of the 
road to Monroe Station (Perez 2007:12).   

The majority of Loop Road is within Big Cypress National Preserve; approximately two miles of the 
road, from its juncture with Tamiami Trail to the Miami-Dade/Collier county line, is in ENP.  Those 
two miles traverse a portion of the Miccosukee Indian Reservation; the road then enters the Big 
Cypress National Preserve.  While the first 10 miles of the eastern end of Loop Road is paved, it 
becomes a single lane gravel road for the remainder of its length.  Loop Road passes through a 
variety of habitats including cypress swamps and wetlands.  Including the former community of 
Pinecrest, houses are scattered along the route of Loop Road; some of these are single structures 
while others contain outbuildings.  Despite the presence of random structures along the road, the 
prevailing atmosphere along Loop Road is of a remote nature. 

During its existence, the Loop Road has served as a major access point into the Big Cypress 
Swamp.  Many interviewees stated that the road provided their first exposure to the Everglades.  
Interview subjects say that in earlier times the road was packed with cars on the weekends as 
people picnicked and fished the canals from the road bank.  Loop Road was also used as a place 
to park vehicles while traveling the backcountry.  Retired Florida Game and Fish Commission 
employee Tom Shirley (1986:2-3) remembered his first trip to the Loop Road during World War II: 

 

 



183ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY AND EVALUATION OF 
TRADITIONAL CULTURAL PROPERTIES OF THE MODERN GLADESMEN CULTURE 

Fi
gu

re
 5

8.
To

po
gr

ap
hi

c 
M

ap
 S

ho
w

in
g 

th
e 

Lo
op

 R
oa

d
(D

A
06

98
4,

 M
O

01
92

0,
 R

O
01

08
6)



184

Fi
gu

re
 5

9.
A

er
ia

l P
ho

to
gr

ap
h 

Sh
ow

in
g 

th
e 

Lo
op

 R
oa

d 
(D

A
06

98
4,

 M
O

01
92

0,
 R

O
01

08
6)



185ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY AND EVALUATION OF
TRADITIONAL CULTURAL PROPERTIES OF THE MODERN GLADESMEN CULTURE 

Figure 60.
Images of the Loop Road (DA06984, MO01920, RO01086)

A.  The Loop Road Looking West

B. Airboat Access on the Loop Road (06984)
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During our drive around the Loop Road we must have seen 100-125 people at 
least…Many had lean-tos, tents, makeshift shelters.  The people were truly out-of-
door recreational users…Many of them were hunting, fishing, or just having a 
good time relaxing in the outskirts of town. 

The Loop Road has served as a meeting place for many Gladesmen and was also the central 
location for many cultural activities.  Franklin Adams (2008) calls the Loop Road area his church, 
his “Cypress Cathedral.”  When he was growing up in south Florida, “the woods,” as he calls the 
Everglades and Big Cypress, were his family’s favorite recreation and escape from the hustle of 
everyday life.  Mr. Adams would take a swamp buggy or airboat into the backcountry and he 
remembers that there were a lot of squatter camps off the Loop Road.  Adams (2008) stated: 

…there were a lot of people then in hunting season, which started in November 
usually when the water's still up.  And so people would be camped all on the road, 
I mean just lines of people camped, you know, and then waiting to go in and hunt 
opening morning in airboats and buggies, and it was a big part of the culture, the 
Loop Road… 

There is a lot of history and lore associated with the Loop Road, which some say has always been 
a wild, seemingly untouched place.  Most early residences did not have electricity or running water 
and many locals grew their own vegetables and hunted for meat.  These characteristics made it 
attractive not only to nature lovers, outdoorsmen, and hermits but also in times past to renegades, 
poachers, outlaws, and moonshiners.  When asked what activities occurred on the Loop Road, 
Dave Balman (2008) responded, “You name it, it went on.”  

Gladesmen Eric Kimmel (2008) has been coming out to the Loop Road since he was a small child.  
He remembers how he would join other kids in his neighborhood and take their bikes and run 
away to the Loop Road.  Their parents always knew where to look for them.  Kimmel and his 
friends would also come out to the road and camp, settling on a high spot in the swamp. 

Historically, the Loop Road has been a place Gladesmen frequented and used in the pursuit of 
traditional cultural practices: 

And so people would be camped all on the [Loop] road, I mean just lines of 
people camped, you know, and then waiting to go in and hunt opening morning 
in airboats and buggies, and it was a big part of the culture, the Loop Road out 
there, and had a lot of heavy use back then compared to now (Adams 2008). 

Interviewees observed that use of Loop Road declined after portions of it were acquired by NPS 
and the use of some of their backcountry camps was no longer feasible due to access restrictions.  
Additionally, it was said that some Gladesmen quit using the road for backcountry access because 
portions of the off road terrain are difficult to traverse without a boat, swamp buggy, or tracked 
vehicle (Waggoner 2008).  Speaking of the decline in use, Tom Shirley (2008) recalls that earlier, 
the Loop Road was used by an enormous amount of people to hunt, fish, picnic, and camp.  
Shirley states, “now with all the park and all the rangers, you can go all the way around the Loop 
and not see a single person.  You might run into five or six law enforcement personnel without 
seeing a single fisherman.”  
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Some people do continue to use the area for sightseeing, fishing, frogging, and hunting south of the 
loop, although Gladesmen say not in the same numbers as before.  Whatever the reasons may be, 
interviews indicate that use of the Loop Road by Gladesmen has changed; it has declined. 

When asked what the Loop Road area meant to him, one interviewee stated that it represents his 
identity and his second home, while others said that it is part of their heritage, upbringing, and 
culture (Balman 2008; Kimmel 2008).  Franklin Adams (2008) sums up the significance of the Loop 
Road and the Big Cypress Swamp to him in this way: 

…growing up out there going with your daddy and your granddaddy and your 
family and getting on a buggy or an airboat and going to the woods.  I think 
probably a majority of people, while hunting's part of our life, we like that 
tradition…Just being out there…that's my cultural foundation…my experiences out 
there growing up it taught me self-reliance…The Big Cypress is not just a place that 
we go once or go occasionally and that's the end of it.  It's really the foundation of 
our culture…That's where I feel closest to the creator and who I am is out 
there…Well it's kind of why we live here…if I didn't get out there, I probably 
wouldn't be the person I am today if I hadn't had those experiences, and want to 
continue to share those with younger people. 

In earlier times, Loop Road was a much frequented location within the Gladesmen Culture, as 
evidenced by information obtained in informant interviews; it was mentioned by 11 of 34 people 
during oral interviews as an important place.  The Loop Road appears to meet many of the criteria 
of a rural historic landscape, although further evaluation would be necessary to assess its 
significance in that category.  The ethnographer drove the length of the Loop Road and interviewed 
several people who use the area and/or live along the road.  The setting along the road has 
changed little since its construction, and it continues to have integrity of place, feeling, and an 
association with the Gladesmen Culture.  The historic use of Loop Road was for camping, fishing, 
and hunting in the immediate vicinity.  Today, its primary use is as an access point to the greater 
Everglades.  Early on it was the primary destination; now it is a waypoint. 

Loop Road was once a very active location for area Gladesmen but its use and importance within 
the culture has changed.  As an entry point into the backcountry, Loop Road has served to provide 
numerous access points throughout its history, but has no specific focal point or central place.  The 
road is recorded here as a linear resource that holds significance within area Gladesmen Culture.  It 
retains integrity and is thought of fondly by many Gladesmen but does not serve to maintain the 
continuity of Gladesmen Culture as a whole.  For that reason, New South Associates does not 
recommend Loop Road as meeting the criteria for listing as a TCP.   

TURNER RIVER ROAD COMPLEX - CR1085 

The Turner River Road Complex comprises a linear resource group that includes Turner River Road, 
Birdon Road, and Wagonwheel Road, all located in the Big Cypress National Preserve, Collier 
County, near Ochopee.  The roads form three sides of a rectangle, with Tamiami Trail completing 
the rectangle to the south (Figures 61 and 62).   
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Figure 61.
Topographic Map Showing the Turner River Road Complex (CR1085)
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Figure 62.
Aerial Photograph Showing the Turner River Road Complex (CR1085)
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The Ochopee area was the site of large-scale tomato farming, beginning in around 1930 when the 
Gaunt family started operations there.  After the completion of Tamiami Trail, Jimmy Gaunt, one of 
the original tomato farmers in Miami, moved to Ochopee, circa 1928.  There, the Gaunt Company 
built a packinghouse, employee housing, garage, and store.  Almost all the buildings in the 
community belonged to the company (Brown 1994).  By the 1950s, other businesses had opened 
in Ochopee including the Ochopee Café, the Ochopee Trading Post, the Poinsettia Grill, and a 
juke joint called the Blue Flame.  

During this time period, Ochopee was a busy farming community with as many as 40 farm 
workers and their families living there year round, in addition to other permanent residents (Wooten 
1994).  The area also had cattle ranches and much of the prairies were fenced for livestock 
grazing.  These fences have long since been removed.  Historically, Turner River, Wagonwheel, 
and Birdon roads served as transportation routes for area residents and for farming operations.  
Along these roads were large packinghouses for produce, as the entire area around Ochopee was 
vegetable farmed.  Most of these roads were rudimentary and consisted of a “two-rut” road 
(Spaulding 2008).  Gladesmen state that these roads provide access to hunting and fishing areas in 
the backcountry along designated trails.   

As discussed below, the three contributors to the Turner River Road Complex all lie in the Big 
Cypress Preserve and consist of two-track dirt roads.  Houses and camps are scattered randomly 
along the route and the scenery varies from large, open prairies to dense woods and swamps. 

Turner River Road (County Road 839) 

Turner River was named after Captain Richard Turner, who successfully guided a U.S. Army 
expedition up the river in 1857 in search of Indian camps.  Captain Turner later returned to the 
area, becoming one of its earliest white inhabitants after settling along the river’s banks in 1874 
(Perez 2007: 20).   

Turner River Road, built in the 1950s, actually serves as a dam through the surrounding swamp; it 
originally cut the river off from its water source (Figure 63), though there are now culverts and 
earthen plugs in the canal that force some water flow into the river (NPS 2008a:1).  In order to build 
a road in this location, land must be built up to rise above the water, thus creating a series of 
canals that mirror the roadway.  Before the road was constructed, it was a rough trail best 
described as a buggy trail.  After the road was constructed, it went as far north as Wagonwheel 
Road and then it was fenced off as cattle pasture (Powell 2008a).  According to Gladesmen Chuck 
Hampton (et al. 2008), when the road was being built, it was completed in segments.  Construction 
could only be accomplished in the spring during the dry season; when the rainy season 
commenced, road building would come to a halt until the following spring.   

Wagonwheel Road (County Road 837) 

According to Perez (2007:20), Wagonwheel Road was once a path used for oxen and wagons to 
transport supplies through the Big Cypress during the dry season.  Many of these types of wagon 
paths originated from one of the large plantations in the area, at Deep Lake Strand.  It is possible 
that one of these wagon paths evolved into present-day Wagonwheel Road. 
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Figure 63.
Images of Turner River Road (CR1085)

A. Image of Turner River Road Looking North

B. Backcountry Access Point Off Turner River Road
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Birdon Road (County Road 841) 

Birdon Road is a contraction of the last names of two area entrepreneurs, H.W. Bird and J. F. 
Jaudon.  The men built a tomato packing plant of the same name along Birdon Road in the 1930s 
and the resulting farming and packing operations grew into the sizable settlement of Birdon.  The 
community disappeared by the 1940s, though the name of the road did not change (Perez 
2007:5). 

Seven out of 34 individuals interviewed mentioned Turner River Road in conversation, and oral 
interviews with Tim Spaulding, Frank Denninger, and Chuck Hampton indicate that this complex of 
roads appears to be significant to members of the Gladesmen Culture.  Written comments from a 
dozen or more Gladesmen also recommended the inclusion of the northern extension of Turner River 
Road in this discussion as being the only access to the Bear Island Unit of Big Cypress [see the NPS’ 
2000 ORV Management Plan for specifics on backcountry access to this area.]  

There is insufficient evidence at this time regarding each road to recommend the complex to the 
NRHP as a TCP.  The Turner River Road Complex is recorded here as a linear resource group that 
holds significance for Gladesmen in gaining access to the backcountry.  Information available to 
date does not demonstrate a long time depth in its use, and the road complex does not serve to 
maintain Gladesmen Culture as a whole.  For those reasons, New South Associates does not 
recommend the Turner River Road Complex as meeting the criteria for listing as a TCP.   

TAMIAMI TRAIL (US HIGHWAY 41) - DA6510  

The Tamiami Trail is southern Florida’s major east-west transportation route between Tampa and 
Miami (Figures 64 and 65).  Initial steps toward constructing Tamiami Trail were taken in 1915.  
The route decided upon began in Fort Myers to Naples to Marco, then Marco to the Dade County 
Line, and then from the Dade County line to Miami.  Each section or district was able to fund or 
contribute toward the construction of the road and, in 1915--1916, many districts began to build 
their own sections of the Trail.  In addition to World War I, Florida experienced a “boom and 
bust” which, at times, delayed the construction of the Tamiami Trail (Tebeau 1957:222-223).   

The Tamiami Trail was a road project that would change the future of the Everglades and contribute 
significantly to the development of the region.  However, the results would not come without a high 
cost and extreme efforts by everyone involved.  One man in particular, Barron Collier had invested 
his fortune in this area and was intent on seeing the Tamiami Trail finished.  Collier County was 
created in part on his contributions toward completion of the road.  It was not until 1926 that 
Tamiami Trail was completed; when it was officially opened in 1928, ceremonies were held in 
Fort Meyers.  Tamiami Trail has played an important role in the development of South Florida, 
specifically the interior, and contributed towards the development of other roads to Marco Island, 
Chokoloskee Island, and Naples (Tebeau 1957:228-232) 

The Tamiami Trail (8DA6510) resource group was recorded in 2001 by Janus Research; the 
Miami-Dade County portion of the trail is considered by the Florida State Historic Preservation 
Office as potentially eligible to the NRHP under Criterion A.  New South Associates completed a 
cultural resources survey of the portion of the trail in western Miami-Dade County and recommended 
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Source:  Terraserver 1999

Figure 64.
Map Showing the Location of the Tamiami Trail (DA6510)
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Figure 65.
Images of Tamiami Trail (DA6510)

A. Tamiami Trail

B. Tamiami Trail and Canal, Looking West Source: Azzarello et al. (2006)
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that portion potentially eligible to the NRHP under Criteria A and C (Azzarello et al. 2006).  One 
interviewee, Byron Maharrey, opined that the Tamiami Trail has been detrimental to Gladesmen 
Culture through impacts to the environment that he feels have affected some traditional Gladesmen 
activities.  Maharrey explained that the road acts as a giant levee and when water is released into 
a water catchment area, the water levels become so high that tree hammocks become inundated, 
which has resulted in the erosion of some of these islands.  He sees these effects as a chain reaction 
that is harmful to wildlife, plants, and the environment in general (Byron Maharrey, personal 
communication to Susan Perlman, 22 October 2008). 

Tamiami Trail is a historic linear resource, and portions have been determined NRHP eligible by the 
SHPO.  In terms of Gladesmen Culture, however, use of this road has been dispersed, it has 
changed over the decades, and there is no clear focal point that serves to maintain the culture as a 
whole.  For these reasons, Tamiami Trail is considered not eligible to the NRHP as a TCP. 

SUMMARY 

Thirteen properties identified through oral history interviews were described and evaluated as 
potential TCPs within the Gladesmen Culture.  Two are considered to meet the criteria for eligibility 
as TCPs – Mack’s Fish Camp (DA11448) and the Airboat Association of Florida (DA6768).  Oral 
accounts suggest that Monroe Station, an NRHP-listed property (CR00677NR), holds strong 
significance for the Gladesmen, but it has not been used by the Gladesmen since 1992 and hence 
remains as a landmark and geographical reference point rather than a TCP that supports the 
culture's identity and existence.  While Monroe Station is not recommended as a TCP, it is 
recommended that its NRHP nomination be expanded to include a Gladesmen context and to 
expand its period of significance to 1992.   

Further study and TCP evaluation are recommended for three properties if they will be affected by 
CERP related activities in the future: Camp Mack (PO07201), Trails Lake Campground (CR01082) 
and the Everglades Conservation and Sportsmen’s Club (CR01084).  The remaining evaluated 
properties do not meet NRHP eligibility criteria as TCPs that serve to maintain Gladesmen Culture as 
a whole. 






